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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 11TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 
CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION 
 
CASE NO.:   

 
KEY BISCAYNE COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION, INC., a Florida not for profit 
corporation,  
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
TONY CAMPAIGNE, individually, 
 
 Defendant. 
      / 
 

COMPLAINT 

Plaintiff, KEY BISCAYNE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, INC., sues Defendant 

TONY CAMPAIGNE and alleges as follows: 

JURISDICTION, PARTIES AND VENUE 

1. This is an action for damages in excess of Thirty Thousand and No/100 

($30,000), exclusive of interest, costs and attorneys’ fees.   

2. Plaintiff, KEY BISCAYNE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, INC. (“the 

Foundation”) is a Florida Not for Profit Corporation with its principal place of operations in 

Miami-Dade County. 

3. Defendant, TONY CAMPAIGNE is an individual residing in Miami-Dade 

County, and is sui juris.   

4. All conditions precedent to the institution of this action either have occurred, or 

have been waived.   
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5. Venue is proper in Miami-Dade County, as the conduct alleged and the damages 

resulting therefrom, occurred in Miami-Dade County. 

FACTS 

A. The Foundation 

6. The Foundation exists for a number of reasons, the principal one of which is to 

support charitable causes and provide technical, advisory, and depository support for others who 

are similarly motivated to contribute to the greater good of a just and caring society.  A 

reputation for integrity and compliance with the law is essential for a charitable foundation to 

serve its community.   

7. Through extraordinary good work, carried out by honest, competent and caring 

people, the Foundation has earned the right to enjoy a reputation as a charitable, competent, 

honest, and law-abiding institution.   

8. The Foundation’s mission is to enable, facilitate, and empower residents to make 

a positive difference in the local, greater, and global community through programs, grant 

making, fiscal sponsorship, and community leadership. It relies on charitable donations to do its 

important work.  The Foundation’s well-earned reputation has provided it with the opportunity to 

work with and receive financial support from philanthropic families and corporations, as well as 

other foundations and philanthropic institutions with local, national, and global footprints. 

9. In pursuit of this mission, the Foundation has established partnerships with other 

organizations on and off the island.  The Foundation was funded by a Knight Foundation grant to 

start the Citizen Scientist Project with the Village of Key Biscayne and the University of Miami.  

The Foundation established a sister-city initiative with Liberty City in conjunction with The 

Children’s Trust, the Miami-Dade County Public School Systems, Annie E. Casey Foundation 
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and others, which is one of the only sister city initiatives involving an affluent city and an under-

served area in a neighboring city, so that residents of both can get to know and care about each 

other.   

10. Facing a global pandemic, the Foundation worked diligently alongside the Village 

of Key Biscayne (the “Village”) to accelerate availability and manage services to the Key 

Biscayne community, including drive-through COVID testing, and assistance, outreach and 

programming for seniors. Moreover, during the pandemic, the Foundation, funded entirely by 

private donations, provided food security throughout Miami-Dade County in partnership with 

other organizations including Wellness in the Schools, World Central Kitchen, Miami-Dade 

County Public School System, Branches, and Conchita Foods.  

11. Most recently, the Foundation, in partnership with The Miami Foundation and the 

Coral Gables Community Foundation, stepped up to steward a compassion fund for survivors of 

the terrible tragedy at the Surfside building collapse, and Foundation staff spent countless hours 

assisting the victims of this terrible tragedy.   

12. The Foundation depends on a reputation for integrity and compliance with legal 

standards in order to continue these impactful partnerships, which maximize programmatic 

services to the community. 

13. Additionally, the Foundation helps those interested in philanthropy give 

effectively and efficiently through donor advised funds. A donor advised fund is a philanthropic 

giving vehicle that allows contributions into a fund at the Foundation for distribution to specific 

causes or charities at a later date. The Foundation currently administers over twenty-five donor 

advised funds assisting families and corporations with their philanthropy.   
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14. Another service the Foundation provides is to serve as the fiscal sponsor for many 

smaller, community based, volunteer-run organizations, allowing these small not-for-profit 

organizations to minimize administrative expenses and maximize programmatic services. The 

fiscal sponsorship allows the Foundation to act as the “back office” for small nonprofits or 

volunteer groups that do not have the resources to meet day-to-day administrative demands.  

Those demands include processing income and expenses as well as coordinating events and 

volunteer activities. The Foundation is the fiscal sponsor of over thirty-five such organizations, 

some of which receive funding from the Village of Key Biscayne. 

15. In 2015, recognizing the valuable services that the Foundation was providing to 

our community, and desiring to expand those services, which the Village determined that it could 

not efficiently provide itself without additional staff, the Village began providing funding and 

office space to the Foundation.  Each year since 2016, the Village Council has approved 

providing $125,000 annually to the Foundation in a fee-for-service arrangement to help fund 

various programs, which have included environmental, health and wellness, and cultural 

programming, civic engagement, communications, advocacy, a shared workspace, and for the 

administration of community groups and transportation services.  The Foundation raises 

additional funds from the community to provide this extensive programming to the Village.  

Since the inception of this partnership, the Foundation has worked closely with the Village in 

performing these services. 

16. The Foundation submits detailed quarterly invoices to the Village for payment 

after the services are performed.  The Village could refuse to pay the Foundation and could 

cancel the partnership with the Foundation at any time.  Furthermore, the $125,000 represents a 

small fraction of the Village budget (.37% in fiscal year 2021) and a small fraction of the 
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Foundation’s budget (4% in 2019).  In August of 2019, the Village Council unanimously passed 

Resolution 2019-58 to formalize the historical relationship between the Foundation and the 

Village “in a desire to continue with [the] successful partnership.” 

17. The Village also provides funding through its public budget process to certain 

community groups who have their fiscal home at the Foundation, meaning that the Foundation 

serves as the fiscal sponsor of these groups. The Foundation’s fiscal sponsorships that receive 

Village funding include the following: Active Seniors on the Key (ASK) Club, the 4th of July 

Parade Committee, Car Week, Village of Kindness, the Key Biscayne Piano Festival, The Key 

Biscayne Historical Society, and Youth Lead Change. The Foundation does not charge these 

community groups an administrative fee to serve as fiscal sponsor.  

18. Over the years, the Village has requested that the Foundation perform additional 

services for the Village.  For example, at a Village Council meeting on November 17, 2015, the 

Village Council approved a motion to direct the Village Manager to enter into a philanthropic 

partnership with the Foundation to provide a ride-share service for the Village.  From that time 

until September of 2020, the Foundation implemented the program, dealt with contracts and 

insurance, addressed the community’s concerns and complaints, and solved problems to make 

the service as accessible as possible to the community.  The Foundation was reimbursed from the 

Village for the amounts paid to Freebee to provide the ride-sharing service.  In effect, the 

Foundation provided the Village an interest free loan while it waited for reimbursement. For 

years, the Foundation was not reimbursed for the staff time required to manage Freebee. These 

reimbursements for Freebee constitute the bulk of what has been paid to the Foundation from the 

Village from 2016 through September 2020.   
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19. A similar arrangement was set up to provide the drive-through COVID testing to 

the community described above.  Again, the Foundation provided an interest free loan to the 

Village, assumed the risk that it may not be reimbursed by the Village, and did not charge the 

Village any administrative fee for running this program for the community once it was 

reimbursed.  As evidenced by programs like Freebee and COVID Testing, the Foundation has 

been an excellent community partner.  

B. The Malicious Campaign Against the Foundation 

20. Motivated by pure malice, however, a small group of Key Biscayne residents has 

undertaken a campaign to damage the reputations of the Foundation and its Executive Director, 

Melissa White, with defamatory falsehoods, some of which have been published in a Key 

Biscayne community newspaper, the Key Biscayne Islander News, as well as on NextDoor and 

WhatsApp.  

21. Among the residents taking part in this campaign is Tony Campaigne, who 

purchases advertisements in The Islander News, a widely read newspaper on Key Biscayne. He 

and others have published his advertisements on social media, including Next Door and 

WhatsApp, and he has sent them to an email list.   

C. “Pepe’s Perch” 

22. The advertisements are presented as “columns” titled, “Pepe’s Perch”.  In the 

“columns”, Mr. Campaigne employs a conceit in which he, speaking in the first person, carries 

on a conversation with his fictional talking parrot, Pepe.  In what appears to be a misdirected 

attempt to avoid personal responsibility for his own defamatory falsehoods, Mr. Campaigne 

“quotes” Pepe, who regularly spews the falsehoods aimed at destroying the reputations of the 

Foundation and Ms. White.  
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23. The “Pepe’s Perch” columns are designed to convey a consistent message, the gist 

of which is that the Foundation operates outside the bounds of the law; that it routinely 

misappropriates public funds that belong to the taxpayers of the Village of Key Biscayne; and 

that it conducts its activities in the absence of transparency, so that it can hide its illegal activities 

and its ill-gotten power and influence from the public.   

24. In fact, the Foundation operates assiduously within the bounds of the law and with 

full transparency.  Indeed, because the Foundation is a non-profit institution and a steward of 

tax-deductible donations, all of the Foundation’s tax filings and audits are posted on its fully 

accessible website, and all of the documents relating to the services the Foundation provides to 

the Village of Key Biscayne are part of the public record.   

25. Mr. Campaigne coordinates the publication of his defamatory messages with 

other Key Biscayne residents who have also sought to damage the reputations the Foundation 

and Ms. White have earned as a result of their efforts on behalf of Key Biscayne and other 

communities in need over the last two decades. 

26. Two of the most recent “Pepe’s Perch” columns, one published on July 1, 2021 

titled “Welcome to the Party?” (attached hereto as Exhibit “A”), and another published on July 

15, 2021, titled “What’s Fair is Fair” (attached hereto as Exhibit “B”), are emblematic of Mr. 

Campaigne’s efforts to establish that Ms. White and the Foundation operate illegally and away 

from the light of day.   

D. “Welcome to the Party?” 

27. In “Welcome to the Party?”, Mr. Campaigne knowingly and falsely states that the 

Foundation misappropriated public funds to “throw a fancy party” to honor Key Biscayne’s 

retiring Police Chief, Charles Press.   The author’s fictional conversation with his fictional parrot 
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contains a number of statements that he knew or should have known were false, or that he 

published with a reckless disregard for the truth.  The author states that the people invited to the 

event “did not make a donation or an admittance fee. So, I guess the Village will wind up paying 

for it, sticking the village taxpayer with the bill… I wonder how the town justified spending that 

much money throwing a fancy party for their friends using taxpayer money.”  In fact, Mr. 

Campaigne knew or should have known that the event was funded entirely by the Foundation 

and its donors.   

28. After falsely charging that the Village actually paid for the event while the 

Foundation claimed credit for it, Mr. Campaigne created a false narrative about how the 

Foundation concealed their chicanery:  “I bet they charge off their expenses to their program of 

‘giving prepared meals to needy seniors’ so they could justify not spending Foundation money.  

After all, the town pays all Foundation bills without questioning them.”  

29. The Foundation and its donors paid for the event to honor the Village’s retiring 

police chief.  The Village paid nothing.  There was no need to “justify” a Village expense.  

30. Next, Mr. Campaigne knowingly and falsely stated that “the Foundation was in 

charge of sending out the invitations” to the event; that Mr. Campaigne and his fellow taxpayer 

friends were not invited; and that the party was designed for “the town” and “their friends”, as 

opposed to him and his friends, who were not invited.  The author and his parrot friend then 

lament that this was reminiscent of prior times, in past parrot (and human) generations (“more or 

less lined up as ‘royalty’ vs. ‘serfs’ like the Key is today”) where a leader (like Ms. White) 

“figured if [she] threw lavish parties for the people in power, [she] could buy them off and 

remain in power forever. So, they wound up giving more and more elaborate parties and raising 

taxes higher and higher on the poor parrot serfs to pay for them.”   
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31. Again, Mr. Campaigne knew all of his statements were false and defamatory.  The 

Foundation was not “in charge of sending out invitations.” No invitations were printed.  The 

invitation was emailed by the Village to every citizen who receives Village Connect emails and 

was circulated on numerous social media websites Mr. Campaigne and his friends surely visit.  

All they had to do was R.S.V.P.  Finally, Mr. Campaigne knowingly created a false narrative, the 

gist of which was to suggest that the Foundation’s leadership had thrown a lavish party for their 

friends at public expense in order to “buy off” Village “people in power” and “remain in power 

forever.” 

E. “What’s Fair is Fair” 

32. Two weeks later, on July 15, 2021, Mr. Campaigne purchased another half-page 

advertisement in The Islander News, this one titled “What’s Fair is Fair”.  In this advertisement, 

the author, speaking in the first person as himself and as his friend Pepe the Parrot, accuses the 

Foundation of spending Key Biscayne taxpayer funds on “providing benefits for people in 

Liberty City”.  In this article, the author suggests that he is defending the Foundation for its 

“humanitarian” work outside Key Biscayne, but Pepe answers back:  “Providing benefits for 

people in Liberty City.  Tony, is this a service that should be paid by Key taxpayers?  Or should 

it have been paid from other KBCF monies that they raise privately?  That’s a lot of money!”  

After offering a bizarre reference to motor scooters for Liberty City kids, he concludes:  “I mean, 

where does it stop, and why should Key Biscayne taxpayers be asked to foot the bill?” 

33. At the time he penned this dog-whistle attack, Mr. Campaigne knew it was false.  

In fact, he knew that Key Biscayne taxpayers do not “foot the bill” for any of the Foundation’s 

worthy programs in Liberty City.  In addition, he knew, or did not care to know, that the 



 
 

10 
 

Museum Tower   150 West Flagler Street, Suite 2200     Miami, FL 33130    (305) 789-3200 

programs that the Foundation funds through Key Biscayne’s Sister City relationship with Liberty 

City are entirely private donations. 

34. The Foundation’s charitable support for another community in the County is thus 

turned by Mr. Campaigne into a false statement that it was supported by the theft of taxpayer 

dollars.   

35. In the same advertisement, Mr. Campaigne charged that the Foundation wasted an 

obscene amount of money on COVID testing for Key Biscayne residents, and then got the Key 

Biscayne government to fully pay for its extravagance and waste.  Specifically, the author 

charges that “KBCF billed the town over $700,000 for its COVID testing project and 

administered 5,000 tests to our residents at the Catholic Church”.  He next notes that $700,000 

“seems unbelievable” because “my kid got me a self-administered test for around $20 around the 

same time”.  He then warns his parrot friend he is going to “recheck that number” and, if the 

parrot is wrong, “I am going to correct the mistake and tell the town, on this matter, you are a 

dumb cluck.”  Pepe responds that “we double-source everything” and “I have it on authority that 

everything I say is true.”  Nearly three weeks have passed, and so far, Mr. Campaigne has stuck 

to his false guns.  He has not “told the town” that “Pepe” is wrong, although he has known the 

charges are blatantly false. 

36. In fact, in the early days of the pandemic, the Foundation fronted the cost of 

drive-through COVID testing for the Village and was ultimately reimbursed $94,575 – many 

months later – by the Village only for  the costs of the tests.  The amount reimbursed did not 

include any funds for Foundation staff time or other expenses related to the administration of the 

COVID testing program, which was performed by the Foundation as a service to the community.  

The Village was then reimbursed in full for these expenses in CARES Act funds.  
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37. Not only did Mr. Campaigne knowingly publish stunningly false information 

(“KBCF billed the town over $700,000”) to damage the reputation of Ms. White and the 

Foundation, he assured readers that his knowingly false information had been “double sourced” 

and that “everything I am saying is true”.  How does one “double source” reimbursement 

numbers?  The only way to do that would be to get the numbers from the Village and the 

Foundation.  He did neither.  Indeed, the check register for the Village from March 2020 to the 

present is on the Village website.  A review of it would reveal that the Foundation was not paid 

anywhere near $700,000 during this time for all of its services to the Village, which included 

fronting the costs of the FreeBee ride-sharing service. 

F. Mr. Campaigne Doubles Down, and Refuses the Opportunity to Limit the Damage 
He Has Caused 
 
38. On July 16, 2021, the day after Mr. Campaigne published “What’s Fair is Fair”, 

the Foundation through counsel wrote to Mr. Campaigne to respond to the accusations he has 

made about the Foundation and its leadership, to advise him of the consequences of his published 

statements and slander, and to afford him the opportunity to limit the damage he has caused. 

39. The Foundation’s letter noted that Mr. Campaigne’s paid “columns” had accused 

the Foundation and Ms. White of violating the law and misappropriating tax dollars, and that his 

statements were indisputably false and constituted per se defamation made with actual malice. 

40. Counsel noted that the actions of Mr. Campaigne and others had caused 

substantial damage to Ms. White and the Foundation for some time:  “Our hope that you and a 

few others would simply run out of energy for trying to destroy some of the most decent people 

in the community with hateful and malicious lies has been dashed.”  The Foundation then gave 

Mr. Campaigne the opportunity to step off the ledge:  “Before filing litigation”, counsel said, 

“we are willing to discuss with your counsel what you can and must do to try to undue the harm 
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you have caused.  If you have not consulted with counsel about the limits of advocacy intended 

to harm others you should certainly consider doing so.” 

41. Mr. Campaigne responded on July 23,  calling the Foundation “bullies” steeped in 

“well known intimidation tactics” and with the effective message of “Make my day”:  “we look 

forward to your firm proceeding with your suit.”  (His email response is attached hereto as 

Exhibit “C”).  Mr. Campaigne then again suggested that “the discovery process”, which would 

be conducted by “any high-priced lawyers I want”, and would allow him to “find out a lot more 

about the due diligence process of both KBCF and our town government uses when approving 

KBCF bills”.  Mr. Campaigne, of course, chose against any sort of “due diligence process” 

before publishing his false statements.   

42. Mr. Campaigne then suggests Ms. White and the Foundation may have violated 

tax laws:  “We sincerely hope everything Ms. White has chosen to do was within the legal 

guidelines so KBCF does not lose its 501c3 status which would obviously hinder some of its 

other worthwhile programs.”  According to Mr. Campaigne, “this time, [the Foundation] made a 

mistake.  They are dealing with someone who has nothing to lose which I believe reverses things 

and puts Foundation (sic) in a lose/lose position…It will be interesting to see how far KBCF 

wants to push this as everyone will watching (sic) to see what Ms. White decides – the town 

council, the mayor, the taxpayers and the readers of Pepe’s Perch…In summary, your request 

that we cease bringing these issues of public interest to light is respectfully declined.”  

43. To make sure his message to the Foundation was not mistaken and had the widest 

audience, Mr. Campaigne copied his email to the members of the Key Biscayne Village Council, 

the Mayor, the Village Manager, and the editors of The Islander News and the Key Biscayne 

Independent, another Key Biscayne publication. 
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44. After careful consideration, the Foundation determined that it had no choice but to 

file this action to provide Mr. Campaigne with the opportunity to prove the statements he has 

made, and when he fails to do so, to hold him accountable for the substantial harm he has caused. 

45. In bringing this action against Mr. Campaigne, it is expected that others who have 

partnered with him to damage the reputations of the Foundation will be identified and provided 

the opportunity defend themselves as well.  

COUNT I 
DEFAMATION PER SE 

 
46. Plaintiff sues Defendant TONY CAMPAIGNE for Defamation per se and 

realleges and incorporates the allegations in Paragraphs 1 through 45 as if more fully set forth 

herein. 

47. Through the advertisements titled “Welcome to the Party?” and “What’s Fair is 

Fair”, and in his July 23 email, Defendant CAMPAIGNE has published false statements about 

the Foundation, the gist of which is that the Foundation operates outside the bounds of the law; 

that it routinely misappropriates and wastes public funds belonging to the taxpayers of the 

Village of Key Biscayne; and, that it conducts its activities in the absence of transparency, so that 

it can hide its illegal activities,  and its undeserved power and influence, from the public.  The 

nature of these false statements constitutes defamation per se. 

48. At the time, Defendant CAMPAIGNE published these statements, he knew they 

were false, or published them with a reckless disregard for their true or falsity. 

49. The statements have damaged the Foundation, and the Foundation is entitled to an 

award of presumed damages. 

50. Defendant CAMPAIGNE’s actions also form the basis for an award of punitive 

damages, upon a reasonable showing – by evidence in the record or upon a proffer by the 
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Foundation – that Defendant CAMPAIGNE’s actions constitute intentional misconduct under 

Florida Statute, Chapter 768.72. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff KEY BISCAYNE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, INC. 

respectfully requests judgment in its favor against Defendant TONY CAMPAIGNE for damages, 

costs and such other relief this Court deems proper. 

JURY TRIAL DEMAND 

Plaintiff hereby demands trial by jury for all issues so triable. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

STEARNS WEAVER MILLER WEISSLER 
ALHADEFF & SITTERSON, P.A. 
 

 
By:  /s/Alan H. Fein    

ALAN H. FEIN 
Florida Bar No. 288349 
Email: afein@stearnsweaver.com 
EUGENE E. STEARNS 
Florida Bar No.  149335 
Email: estearns@stearnsweaver.com 
150 West Flagler Street, Suite 2200 
Miami, Florida 33130 
Telephone:  305.789.3200 
Facsimile:  305-789-3395 
Secondary:  jaybar@stearnsweaver.com 

 dangel@stearnsweaver.com 
 
Counsel for Plaintiff 
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LNR�MXWUXRK�UXMPpXR�YLRKXQPQV�ZLMP[PQVi��~�Ki�hNOMXR�PK�KZLO�LQi��jO�YLR�K�PQ�K̀WMM�OLYQ�W]OXR�OLYQ��RP[\��̀PUUMX�[MWKK�LR�O\LKX�MXKK�]LRONQWOXi��j�KWb��]LRVXO�O\X�̀LQXb�YX�YLNMU�KWpX��O\X��Xb�YLNMU�_X�KW]XR°G²4��²A1�8@51�=4<AEF��³@0�gA@3�=4@21�2?@<C1D�g<D2�34@21�ZWRXQOK�O\RXWOXQ�OL�KNX�O\X�OLYQ�P]�O\XPR��PUK�WRX�\WNMXU�PQiii�WQU�O\X�ZLMP[X�_W[��L]]����XMM��O\X�[LNQOb�YPMM�KOLZ�O\WO°���\Xb�\WpX�W�UWOW_WKX�OL�[WO[\�O\X̀i���LRX�P̀ZLROWQOMb�YX�YPMM�_X�OXW[\PQV�O\LKX�KZLPMXU�_RWOK�WQ�P̀ZLROWQO�MP]X�C122@AF~j��QLY�KL̀X�PQ�OLYQ�̀WQWVX̀XQO��O\X�hLNQ[PM�ẃ|�µw¶·s�şś�¶y¹�=4<Ag;�dH4<2�<2�e1B�f<2J7BA1F��«1�D1215I1�O\X�_XKOî���XMM��WK��Ri�hNOMXR�WMKL�ZLPQOK�LNO��P]�YX�YWQO�KL̀X�SXmORWK̂�MP�X�KZX[PWMMb�̀WR�XU�[WRK�LR�̀LRX�ZLMP[X�LQ�O\X�_XWO��O\X�OLYQ�̀WQWVXR�[NOK�W�UXWM�YPO\�O\X�[LNQObi���X�ZWb�W�MPOOMX�̀LRX��YX�VXO�W�MPOOMX�̀LRXi���NO�LQX�O\PQV�PK�]LR�KNRXi��jO�YPMM�[LKO�OWmZWbXRK�MXKK�O\WQ�º»i¼�̀PMMPLQi�~oL��j�WK��O\X�OLYQ̂K�UX[PKPLQ�̀W�XRK��WRX�bLN�RXWUb�OL�L̄PQ�O\X��c�hXQONRb�WQU�UL�O\PQVK�O\X�̀LUXRQ�YWb��LR�WRX�bLN�VLPQV�OL�_X�LMU�]NUUb�UNUUPXK�Y\L�WRX�W]RWPU�L]�J47AE1�1I1A�=4@0E4�@05�?@C<J<AE�E1=2�3@5219���6�gA@3F��XPQV�W�_NRXWN[RWO�PK�W�OLNV\�̄L_i��©QU�̀W�PQV�W�RWUP[WM�[\WQVX�PK�QXWR�P̀ZLKKP_MXi�nPU�bLN�TMM�LNO�O\X�S]XXU_W[�½�KNRpXb�O\Xb�KXQO�LNO����\WO�h¾©�ZPX[X�L]�̄NQ��UXKPVQXU�OL�MLL��MP�X�O\Xb�[WRX�Y\WO�bLN�O\PQ�i��jK�O\PK�O\X�YWb�OL�TVNRX�LNO�LNR�_XKO�ZWO\�]LRYWRU��hL̀X�LQ�VNbK°��¿KX�bLNR�QLVVPQK�À�ÁP�X��Ki�hNOMXRi��nLQ̂O�̄NKO�RXMb�LQ�O\X�WUpP[X�L]�LQX�VNb�bLN�\WpX�3@5g1D�3<=4�<A�=41�?72=F~©RX�bLN�KWOPKTXU�YPO\�VXOOPQV�MXKK�]LR�̀LRX��ÂR�PK�PO�OP̀X�]LR�W�[\WQVX�½kXZX��PXK�L]]i���X��j�KPO�VL_�K̀W[�XU��WQU�YLQUXR�Y\WO�O\Xb�YPMM�UX[PUXi�©�QXY�[\PX]�WQU�_PVVXR�_NUVXO����LKO�MP�XMb�À�_NRXWN[RWOKi���\X�OWmZWbXRK�[WQ�W]]LRU�POi��«5<=1�kXZXO\XkWRRLOc�¼ÃV̀WPMi[L̀i���XMM�kXZX�P]�\X�PK�2875=�@5�2=0?<DF�Ä

ÅÆÇÆÈÉ�ÅÆÊËÌÍ�ÅÆÇÆ�ÎÏÐÆÉ�ÑÒ�ÓÔÑÊÕÖ
×ØÙÚ�ØÚÛÜÝÞÙßÜàÜáÞ

×ØÙÚ�ØÚÛÜÝÞÙßÜàÜáÞ

âãäå�æçèéçêëäìíîïî�ðñîò�óï�ôõö�òô�ò�����î�î��ôò�ôõ�ô��ñ	
î�ñõ���î��óõî���ñòòóî������î��ò
ôõöî����ô����î�íô�����	���óõñ�����ñõ���ôò��î���öñ�ñòñ�î��������îõöñô�	ô

ò�ôõ��õî�����ôò�ò��óîò�ñ�õò���î��î���ñò	ô�õî���óõöô�ñ�õ�������������ôò������ïî�ï
î���ñ�ñ îõò��!ôñõò���ñ��óô

����î����ñõ!��������ô�îò���î�ï�òñ�ñ�õ���ô��ôõ��õî�����ôò�ò��óîò�ñ�õò�ô"�ó�������ñò�"ôö����òõ#����ô��	�õ��ô������������ó��ó�ôõò�"î
ñî�î�$��î�õ�îõ��ò��ó
ö�"î��óõ%���òõ#����ôõòïô�îõ	��	�õòñöî�îö�îòòîõ�ñô
����!��ö�!��î�õ�îõ�����òõ#����ô��ô���óõöô�ñ�õô
�ï�ñõ	ñïô
�����ó��õô�ñ�õ#ò���óõöî�ò%&��'î

�íîïî��ô
��ò��î�î���õî��õ���î��î���õ��ò������ö�îò�ô�
������!�îô���ó�ôõñ�ô�ñôõ������������î(ô�ï
î��ôò���î�ô��ñ	
î�ï�ñõ�îö��ó�����î���î
ïîö�ô�
������ïî�ï
î�!î�����ñö��îò�ò�ôõö���î��öî
ñ�î��ô�
������ôñö����)ñ"î�����ñ������ô�#ò�!�îô��ò�ó���&�í���ñöñõ!�"îõî*�ò�����ïî�ï
î�ñõ�)ñ"î�����ñ�����õ���ñò���ñò�ô�òî��ñ	î���ô��ò��ó
ö�"î�ïôñö�"���î���ô(ïô�î�ò%��+��ò��ó
ö�ñ���ô�î�"îîõ�ïôñö���������î���������õñîò���ô����î���ôñòî�ï�ñ�ô�î
�%���î���ô�î�ô�
��������õî�,�)î�#ò��ô�î���ñõ!ò����ôõ�î(��î�î���)î�#ò�ôòòó�î�������ò	���î�ò�ô�î�ô�!�îô����ñõ!������ñöò�ò����î��	ôõ�!î�����ò	���
���-�îò���ô���îôõ���î������ò��ó
ö�ï���ñöî�������ò	���î�ò����î�î����ñö�ñõ�)ñ"î�����ñ���"î	ôóòî���î��õîîö�ò	���
ñõ!����î���ôõ���î�	�ñ
ö�îõ�����
ñ�î��õ���î��î�%���õö�ñ��!ñ�ñõ!�������ò	���î�ò�����ñöò�ñõ�)ñ"î�����ñ���ñò�ô�!��ö�ñöîô������ò��ó
öõ#����î��!ñ�î���î�����ô

�öñòôö�ôõ�ô!îö��ñöò�ñõ��ñô�ñ.-ôöî���óõ��%�����îôõ����î�î�ö�îò�ñ��ò��ï��ôõö�/01230456728912:;<=;19>32?92;3@972:42A44:2:092?B66C&�íîïî�������"ñ

îö���î����õ�DEFG2HIJJKJJJ2����ñ�ò����ñö��îò�ñõ!�ï��Lî	��ôõö�ôö�ñõñò�î�îö�M���îò�ò�����ó���îòñöîõ�ò�ô����î��ô���
ñ	���ó�	������ôõ�
���NO��òîî�ò�óõ"î
ñî�.ô"
î�������ñö�!����î�ô�òî
�.ôö�ñõñò�î�îö��îò������ô��óõö�NP�ô��óõö���î�òô�î��ñ�î���Q��������ñîõö����ô��!�ñõ!�����î	�î	����ô��õó�"î���õ	î�ô!ôñõ�ôõö�ñ����ó�ô�î����õ!���ô��!�ñõ!����	���î	����î��ñò�ô�î�ôõö��î

���î����õ���õ���ñò��ô��î�����ó�ô�î�ô�öó�"�	
ó	��&�����õ�����ô!�îî���ó�ò��ó
ö�	�î	�����õó�"î��ô!ôñõ��"ó�����ô�î�ñ���õ�ôó����ñ�����ô��î�î��.��ñõ!���ô��òô�ñõ!�ñò���óî��'î�ö�ó"
î�ò�ó�	î�î�î����ñõ!����õö�ñ�����ôöî�ô��ñò�ô�î�����ôõ����î�ïî�ï
î�����õ���&�+��íîïî���î��ñ

�òîõö��óîò�ñ�õò������î����õ������ñ

�ô
ò��òîõö���î�������î��ò
ôõöî��ò����î��	ôõ�ïó"
ñò����î��ñõ����	�
ó�õ���îõ�ñ�#ò�ïó"
ñò�îö���'î��ñ

�ô
ò��ôò��ô"�ó����î�öî	ñòñ�õ�ï��	îòò���î����õ�
îôöî�ò�óòîö����öî�î��ñõî������ó	����î��ò��ó
ö��îñ�"ó�òî������������îñ�������&���"î
ñî�î�ñ��ñò��õ
���ôñ����ô����î��ò
ôõöî�#ò��îôö.î�ò��õ�����î�î�ñò�ôõ���î��òñöî���������îõöñô#ò�ô��ñ	
î���������ñò��îôò�õ�����ô�î�ñõ	�îôòîö���î�òñ î������î�ôö�������ñò��îî�����ñõ	
óöî��óîò�ñ�õò���"î
ñî�î��ó�����õ�
îôöî�ò�ò��ó
ö�ôõò�î������ó
ö�
ñ�î����	
�òî�"��òô�ñõ!��î�ö�õ#���óîò.�ñ�õ���î��î�����õ�����î���óõöô�ñ�õ�ö�îò�ï
îõ������ôö�ñ�ô"
î�ï�ñ
ôõ����ïñ	�����R���ï
�ñõ!���ô����ó
ö�"î�	�ô �����ó��ñ��ñò��îôò�õô"
î�����óîò�ñ�õ������ó	�����ñ���î���ô(ïô�î�ò�ò��ó
ö�"î�ôò�îö�����óõö����õö���ô��*ò	ô
�ô		�óõ�.

ô"ñ
ñ�����î����õ�óòîò����îõòó�î��î�ô�îõ#��"îñõ!�óõñõ�îõ�ñ�õô

���ñïïîö������������îôõ����ô�#ò��ôñ��ñò��ôñ�����ô�"î��ó��î������ò��ó
ö�"î�	ô

îö��ñ�ñ îõò��ò�ñõ!������	.	�óõ�ô"ñ
ñ���ôõö���ôõòïô�îõ	��..��������íîïî��ô�îò���î�ô	��õ���ôò�	ô�ò�îô��"ñ�öò���Sî��ôõ�îö�ñ��	ô

îö�í�����íô����ò�����T�����������������������������������������ôñ
�íîïî��îíô�����PUV!�ôñ
�	������Q��ó
ö��î�ïó�òóî���ñò���ïî����òó"Lî	�%��+��ò��ó
ö�íîïî�ïñïî�ö��õ�ôò�ò��î�òó!!îò�%��+ó��î�ôñ
ò��ô�î�"îîõ��î����ô���ô"
î�����î���ó�ô������ïî�ò�õ����ö����ó��ôõ��ô�	ô�����îô��íîïî%��WXYZ[\]̂Z2_Z̀Ya2]b2]Xc2d]ê2fY_aYcZ'î�"î
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EXHIBIT C 



From: campaigne@gmail.com
To: Eugene Stearns; mdavey@keybiscayne.fl; bmoss@keybiscayne.fl.gov; llauredo@keybiscayne.fl.gov;

elondon@keybiscayne.fl.gov; amccormick@keybiscayne.fl.gov; fcaplan@keybiscayne.fl.gov;
isegurola@keybiscayne.fl.gov; twilliamson@keybiscayne.fl.gov; kbcffound@gmail.com; "Justo Rey"

Subject: Response to the threat of lawsuit
Date: Friday, July 23, 2021 1:52:42 PM

Dear Mr. Stearns
 
I am in receipt of your letter from Stearns Weaver threatening me with a lawsuit. 
 
You can tell everyone involved, (Ms. White, the mayor, the town manager, the council, and the
public) in the immortal words of Briar Rabbit, ‘Oh please don’t throw me in that briar patch.’  In
short, we look forward to your firm proceeding with your suit.  As far as we are concerned, the
longer you drag this out, the more fodder we will have for future humorous columns. 
 
As you know, “truth is a defense” to any libel action, and I believe that during the discovery process
of your suit a lot will come out that would be of great interest to Key Biscayne taxpayers.  It will also
allow us to use the courts to find out a lot more about the due diligence process of both KBCF and
our town government uses when approving KBCF bills:  How it is decided what bills should/shouldn’t
be considered a legitimate Key Biscayne taxpayer expense, and the completeness of  KBCF
accounting and reporting practices. 
 
Finally, with respect to my belief that the foundation could have potentially been too political, we
can have the IRS sort that out as they are the experts, not you or me.  We sincerely hope everything
Ms. White has chosen to do was within the legal guidelines so KBCF does not lose its 501c3 tax
status which would obviously hinder some of its other worthwhile programs.   
 
I look forward for you potentially giving us the opportunity to discuss what we things we might seek
during the discovery process as Pepe, and I will be talking about it a lot in future columns.  Who
knows, maybe our readers will come up with some good suggestions as well.  Pepe and I believe an
action by you could potentially be a great help for CAT (Citizens for Accountability and
Transparency.)  We will be in touch when we will be back to Key Biscayne so you can serve me with
papers.
 
You might also be interested to know that Pepe is looking into setting up a ‘Pepe the Parrot Legal
Defense Fund.’ We have already had people inquire on how they might help us in our efforts. Who
knows, maybe there are even some lawyers at Stearns Weaver who live on the Key and might be
inclined to contribute.
 
If I am not mistaken, the Florida Anti-Slapp law, which the Florida legislature passed to ensure that
debate on issues of public interest is not chilled by frivolous libel lawsuits attempting to bully the
public into silence. 
 
I discussed your letter and the articles mentioned in it with nationally recognized lawyer friend of
mine in Washington who knows about the SLAPP law.  His comment was he highly doubts this case
will get to trial as it is very weak.  And the best part is, if KBCF elects to go to trial, when we win, the
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Foundation will be liable for all my legal fees.  So, I can hire any high-priced lawyers I want.  So
believe me, I will have enough high powered legal support to make sure I win. The way I figure, if we
are going to have it out, let’s go all the way.
 
The reason is simple.  The Foundation’s intimidation tactics are well known.  They use them time and
again.  But this time they made a mistake.  They are dealing with someone who has nothing to lose
which I believe reverses things and puts Foundation in a lose/lose position.  They lose if they back off
the suit as people will see that their bullying tactics are but a bluff.  Or if they lose their very weak
case, the public will see them as school-yard bullies plus they will wind up having to pay for any legal
fees I incur. 
 
I ask the Council, it this the type of organization you want to run your town programs?  Maybe this
will be the straw that breaks the camel’s back.
 
Finally, I would like to suggest that instead of threatening Mrs. Conroy, save your big guns for me. 
Believe me, I will be enough to deal with for now.  Beat me first, and then you can go after others. 
Proceeding with both cases at the same time will only make my case easier to defend.
 
To be honest, going in, we always knew this would most likely come to pass as the Foundation’
tactics are well known.  So, from the beginning I was prepared.  It will be interesting to see how far
KBCF wants to push this as everyone will watching to see what Ms. White decides – the town
council, the mayor, the taxpayers and the readers of Pepe’s Perch.
 
In summary, your request that we cease bringing these issues of public interest to light is
respectfully declined.  The more I look at it, that briar patch doesn’t look so bad.
 
Respectfully,
Tony Campaigne & Pepe the Parrot
 




